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October 25, 2009 
Hanford Reach Steelhead Sport Fishery 
The steelhead sport fishery above the wooden powerline towers closed Oct 22 along with 
the salmon fishery. The steelhead fishery below the powerline towers is scheduled to 
continue through April 15, 2010 (bank only in April). In the Ringold area this past week 
bank anglers averaged 1 steelhead for 6.6 hours of fishing and the boat anglers averaged 1 
steelhead for 4.8 pole hours (2.5 steelhead per boat).  

An estimated 1,874 steelhead were caught in this fishery to date. The majority of the 
harvest was in the lower Reach. This would be expected as the majority of the above Priest 
Upper Columbia River return (83%) had passed above the Dam prior to the opening of the 
sport fishery and the majority of the effort continued to be focused on fall chinook. Roughly 
63% of the steelhead caught were harvested. Of the 1,874 steelhead caught, 489 were wild 
steelhead (26.1%) caught and released.  

An estimated 364 steelhead were caught and 193 harvested above the wooden powerline 
towers during the fishery. This was the first year this section of the Columbia River has been 
opened in many years. An estimated 145 wild steelhead were caught and released by 
steelhead anglers in this section during the fishery.  

An estimated 1,509 steelhead were caught between the Highway 395 bridge at 
Pasco/Kennewick and the wooden powerline towers through October 25. Of these 982 
hatchery steelhead were harvested and 344 wild steelhead were caught and released. 
Encounters with unclipped steelhead have been higher than expected in 2009 to date. These 
wild steelhead catches typically drop dramatically after October but poor clipping of 
steelhead released from the Ringold facility in 2008 may be partially responsible for the 
elevated number of encounters with unclipped steelhead. A subsample of 1,475 hatchery 
steelhead from Ringold were evaluated for mark quality, 9.1% of the sample were not 
adipose clipped and an additional 5% had poor/partial adipose clips. Unlike many other 
hatchery facilities the dorsal fin and other fins on steelhead released Ringold rarely exhibit 
stubbing so hatchery vs wild origin based on dorsal fin erosion is difficult to determine.  

 



Hanford Reach Steelhead Sport Fishery

Season Summary

Catch Harvest Catch Harvest Catch Harvest Catch Harvest Catch Harvest

1,509 982 595 576 470 402 90 0 344 4

364 193 45 45 148 148 0 0 145 0

1,874 1,174 640 621 619 550 90 0 489 4

26.1%

Steelhead & Salmon Fishery Summary (Combined)

Catch Harvest Catch Harvest Catch Harvest Catch Harvest Catch Harvest

Sep 27 308 206 85 85 131 121 10 0 77 0

Oct 4 322 168 79 79 93 88 13 0 133 0

Oct 11 328 261 125 122 142 139 15 0 25 0

Oct 18 474 253 151 144 134 106 27 0 162 4

Oct 25 441 287 200 191 119 96 25 0 92 0

Total 1,874 1,174 640 621 619 550 90 0 489 4

26.1%

Hanford to Priest Rapids

Catch Harvest Catch Harvest Catch Harvest Catch Harvest Catch Harvest

Sep 27 114 54 5 5 49 49 0 0 54 0

Oct 4 64 32 9 9 23 23 0 0 28 0

Oct 11 123 98 26 26 72 72 0 0 15 0

Oct 18 44 9 4 4 4 4 0 0 35 0

Oct 25 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 0

Total 364 193 45 45 148 148 0 0 145 0

39.8%

Hwy 395 to Hanford

Catch Harvest Catch Harvest Catch Harvest Catch Harvest Catch Harvest

Sep 27 194 151 79 79 82 72 10 0 23 0

Oct 4 257 136 70 70 70 65 13 0 105 0

Oct 11 205 163 100 96 70 67 15 0 9 0

Oct 18 430 245 146 139 130 102 27 0 127 4

Oct 25 423 287 200 191 119 96 25 0 79 0

Total 1,509 982 595 576 470 402 90 0 344 4

22.8%
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Summary of Hanford Reach Steelhead Sport Fishery

Hanford to Priest Rapids

Catch Harvest Catch Harvest Catch Harvest Catch Harvest

Sep 27 109 54 5 5 49 49 54 0

Oct 4 60 32 9 9 23 23 28 0

Oct 11 36 21 0 0 21 21 15 0

Oct 18 44 9 4 4 4 4 35 0

Oct 25 13 0 0 0 0 0 13 0

Total 261 116 19 19 97 97 145 0

% of Total

Interview Data

Week

Ending ADRV Ad Only Wild Unk ADRV Ad Only Wild ADRV Ad Only Wild Unk ADRV Ad Only Wild

Sep 27 1 9 10 0 1 9 0 5 49 54 0 5 49 0

Oct 4 2 5 6 0 2 5 0 9 23 28 0 9 23 0

Oct 11 0 4 3 0 0 4 0 0 21 15 0 0 21 0

Oct 18 1 1 8 0 1 1 0 4 4 35 0 4 4 0

Oct 25 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 13 0 0 0 0

Total 4 19 29 0 4 19 0 19 97 145 0 19 97 0

Catch (Sampled) Harvest (Sampled) Estimated Catch Estimated Harvest

7.3% 37.1% 55.6%

Total ADRV AD Wild


